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How to get free software from DreamSpark (Formerly known as MSDNAA) 
Co-administrator: Dr. Aleksander Malinowski 

Who qualifies? 
Electrical engineering students registered for at least one course in the ECE department, and any students enrolled in 
ECE101, ECE 102, or ECE 103 are automatically qualified to use our DreamSpark (formerly known as MSDNAA) program.  
You can install the provided software on any machine that is in your possession.  After you graduate or leave the ECE 
program, you will no longer be able to download or reinstall programs.  You are requested to uninstall programs that are 
no longer being used for instructional purposes.  Computer Science and Business School students should seek access to 
DreamSpark in their departments.  All provided software run on Microsoft Windows Only.  
Logging In 

1. Go to the ECE department DreamSpark server located at  
http://e5.onthehub.com/WebStore/ProductsByMajorVersionList.aspx?ws=1948cd1a-c49b-e011-969d-0030487d8897&vsro=8&JSEnabled=1 
You will leave the Bradley.edu domain and go to the DreamSpark distribution server.  

2. Click the LOG IN button on the left.  You will see a login screen 
3. Your user ID is your BUNETID@mail.bradley.edu, where BUNETID is your Bradley user-id, typically your first 

initial and your last name. 
4. You should have received a password by e-mail from the DreamSpark server around the first day of classes.  If 

you did not receive the password or deleted it because the e-mail looked like spam then proceed with the “I 
have forgotten my password” link.  The password will be sent to your Bradley e-mail account.  This is the way 
Microsoft verifies that you are associated with Bradley and qualify for the program.  Check your SPAM folder if 
necessary. 

Downloading a Software Item 
1. After logging in, you will see a list of the software in several categories. The C/C++ compiler will be both in the 

“Popular” and “Developer Tools” groups. 
2. Click the icon corresponding to the software you desire to acquire. 
3. You will see a list of versions of the selected software group.  

For example: for “Microsoft Visual Studio 2012” you will see probably five products including “VS2012 
Professional,” “VS2012 Premium,”  and “VS2012 Express” 

4. Select the desired version and quantity of “1” and ADD TO CART. 
Note: some products are on DVD that will be sent to you by mail and cannot be downloaded.  Those are not free 
to you (after the fee paid by the ECE department) and you still have to pay for the media duplication and S&H. 

5. Select CHECKOUT. 
6. Read the usage guidelines and click I AGREE if you agree to obey them. 
7. Click the CHECK OUT button. 
8. Read the license agreement EULA and if you agree then click I ACCEPT if you agree to obey the agreement. 
9. Fill in the form with your name and e-mail.  Important!  Keep your e-mail the same as your login e-mail address. 
10. Click PRCEED WITH ORDER 
11. Click START DOWNLOAD. 
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12. Various software packages have different download options: 
a. SDM + SDX (most of the older software packages including Windows 7): 

i. If this is your first purchase and then download and install (run) SDM software. This is download 
manager software. 

ii. Download SDX file.  This is a small file that contains information for SDM about how to 
download the actual package. 

iii. You can either download the SDX file it and then run it by double clicking, or better run it 
directly from your Web browser if you have that option available. 

b. ISO file – download directly to your computer. 
c. Executable Web installer – download and run the executable installer program. 

13. Observe and possibly change the destination folder for your main download. 
14. DO NOT run more than one download at the same time. 
15. If the downloaded file has .ISO file name extension you can: 

a. burn it to a DVD±R recordable and then run setup from the DVD. 
b. unpack it to a folder using for example jZIP or 7ZIP and then run setup from that folder. 
c. mount it using ISO mounting software (advanced). 

16. You can install the software you decided to download only after downloading all corresponding components. 
17. In case you received any activation code please print the document listing that code for your reference.  

a. We will not be able to retrieve tat code for you at later time. 
b. You can re-download and access again activation codes for all products acquired within last two years. 
c. Codes for products acquired more than two years earlier will not be displayed. The record that you 

already acquired them will prevent you from re-purchasing and receiving a new activation code. 
Service Packs and Updates – Install ASAP 
Note:  After installing the software please visit Microsoft Web Site to check if a Service Pack or other update is available 
for it. This will be handled by your System Update, if enabled, within a week after installation.  Preferably, run manually 
Windows Update from Control Panel and force it to check for updates. 
 


